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The Prop Roots Program

For the Jingpo’'s Culture and Future

Anton in Dehong Prefecture, Yunnan,
near the border with Burma, summer
1992

When Anton first came to Dehong

in 1991, he was the only western
person the local people had ever met.
Nowadays, this is still the case when he
visit some other remote villages.
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The Prop Roots Program is based on 20 years of research in villages of
China’s Jingpo minority by Dr. Anton Lustig, the leading expert on their Zaiwa

language. Prop Roots is a unique program that integrates education, linguistic

and cultural research and intercultural exchange, aimed at empowering the Jingpo
ethnic minority, living in a remote and disadvantaged part of China. Together with
local people, Prop Roots has been making great efforts at saving the Jingpo’s
cultural heritage and helping them regain their self-esteem. To enrich and
strengthen their education, the program engages experienced volunteers, applies
creative methods and promotes exchange with children in other parts of the world.

Our Mission

e Enhance the Jingpo’s children's communication skills by bringing out the
advantages of their multilingual environment through special language education;

e Strengthen the bedrock for the Jingpo children’s self-esteem by reviving the
essence and spirit of Jingpo traditional culture;

¢ Protect the Jingpo children’s creativity through innovative activities; enable them
to skip the barriers in their future development

The Prop Roots Program
believes that every child

is pure like an angel. One
important purpose of education
should be to safeguard their
two frail wings: their fantasy
and creativity, which should
never be broken, and will

enable them to fly freely.

Two little cousins appeared
dressed up in full attire at the
Prop Roots Program'’s creative
activity at their village's primary
school.
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The Jingpo are a not much known ancient ethnic community living on mountain
tops, with a unique culture and history. Their languages embody many historically

and anthropologically highly interesting features. The Jingpo respect nature and like
to share whatever they have. Though they have gone through a lot of hardships,
the Jingpo still seem to be naturally inclined for happiness.

Munao Zongge is the yearly festival where thousands of Jingpo dance together for
days, joined by people from many other ethnic groups in the area, in all kinds of
colorful costumes. It is an event full of mysterious ancient rituals, complex dance
patterns and impressive chanting and music, reflecting the Jingpo's migration
history. Yet, the spirit behind all this is fading away. Moreover, because of poor
education, both in the modern and traditional cultures, many young people loose
direction and slide towards dangerous abysses of drugs and related problems.

We aren’t at all powerless

against these problems. The

Prop Roots Program and

local people together are

People from all minorities in Dehong take part in the Jingpo’s Munao Zongge Festival.

© LiYang trying their best to bring

positive changes. The
Jingpo people’s optimism

gives hope to everyone.

Our Vision: All Jingpo children are brought up
in a suitable educational environment that fosters positive self-esteem
and healthy development.
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Recent activities by the Prop Roots Program:
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August 2010, Yingpan Primary School, Yingpan Village, Xishan County,
Mangshi Municipality, Dehong Prefecture, Yunnan

The “"Bamboo Puppeteers” event was the first of its kind in the whole Jingpo area.
As a warm-up activity, artists first did their joint puppet performance “Trickster
Rabbit” for local Jingpo children, based on folk stories known to all Jingpo
generations, but seldom told nowadays. Then, artists and the kids make puppets
and cabinets together, using local materials (banana leaves, bamboo etc.) They also
created a puppet show for the other villagers. The kids did the writing, directing
and playing all by themselves, with some support and guidance from the Prop
Roots Program staff.
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Apart from performing this big play,
the kids also divided into small groups
to write their own scripts, in Chinese
or the Jingpo's Zaiwa language, as
part of a puppetry competition. Not
the least to the excitement of the
boys: this boy is waving his half

finished, “Superman” that later on
HiETF2010F88 mHAEAMTEH AL L E/NER/\H OHB¥: RRR . . .
was going to battle evil mountain

spirits from the traditional stories.
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After Anton Lustig told them a traditional Jingpo story of the sly Rabbit, this boy © % Harriet van Reek

zestfully started playing Rabbit's puppet. These stories were often told when their P e ant eleses i lee cildon,

parents were young, but nowadays the children don't get to hear them anymore. Okl vl ise
© Anton Lustig
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Painting at a workshop around the magical and beautiful theme “spirals’ with
acrylics on banana leaves as their palettes. Before the painting, they were shown a
slide show on various spirals in nature, and were also reminded of the spiral patterns
that the Jingpo use in weaving and on the totems around which the Munao Zongge
dances take place.

Afterwards, the kids exhibited their work to their parents and other villagers in the
school'’s courtyard.
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The kids enjoyed making all kinds of beautiful things just using local materials, such
as clay from their village. These clay beads were threaded into a symbolic curtain,
open in the middle, hanging from a bamboo rod, and painted in the colors of the

sky.
© Li Yang
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During our photography workshops, we teach the Jingpo kids
the basic skills in photography on the digital cameras brought

by us, enabling them to portrait their beautiful home by their

© &%; -4/  own pictures. This also gives the outside world a chance to
see the village through the Jingpo kids' eyes.
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Photos taken by the Jingpo kids
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Kids from Jingpo villages are different from those from cities. They grow up less
restricted and spend a lot more time outdoors. They grow up as multi-linguals in an
ethnologically very diverse environment, mostly speaking various languages within
their ethnic group, as well as Mandarin, if not more. Therefore, they both live much
closer to nature and have great potential for language learning.

However, under the prevailing examination-oriented education system, the
advantages of these Jingpo children cannot be developed. Contrarily, because

of lack of good teaching facilities, poor education on their native language, and
standardized examinations in Mandarin, the Jingpo children continuously lag
behind in the competition. When in the race, strenuous homework charges
hamper the development of their artistic talents, whereas social problems such as
poverty and the wide spread of drugs and HIV/AIDS bring considerable burdens
and injuries to their young souls. About 8% of the Jingpo primary school children
are orphans from families with drugs and HIV/AIDS related problems.

The educational activities of the Prop Roots Program boost the Jingpo children’s
language skills and expand their knowledge. But our more important goal is to
deepen their understanding and appreciation of their own ethnicity and homeland,
in order to give them a sense of identity and more self-esteem, so that they dare
to do and speak out, and be more thoughtful and creative.
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Why “Prop Roots”?

The word ‘prop roots’ refers
to the supporting aerial roots
that grow out of seeds high
up in the banyan tree. The
idea behind this name is that
anyone taking part in this
program can help support this
wonderful tree that is loved by
the whole community and that
can give cooling shade and
consolation for generations of
people.
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: blog.sina.com.cn/PropRoots

Find out more about the Prop Roots Program:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PropRoots
Info page: site.douban.com/leandong

Chinese blog with photo stories: blog.sina.com.cn/PropRoots
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Your support will help more Jingpo children receive systematic bilingual education (in their mother
tongue and Mandarin), as well as art education, which will make great difference in their lives!

© Anton Lustig &% . RLHK

WEBMREEE. ARSRNGESIRE, BKE:

For volunteering, donation or other cooperation with Prop Roots, please contact us at:

BeHRE R
The Prop Roots Program

ik ZEEAEANTHRLUS EENER/NZ BHRRIE

Address: Yingpan Primary School, Xishan County, Mangshi Municipality, Dehong
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China.

BAREA:. ZHB (Ms. Li Yang) Bi&E(Tel) . +86-13581603565

E-mail: PropRoots@163.com N '
N0

B-E2EBEERAFRARESNERMRNGERE
All donations received and usage of the funding will be published on the website of the Prop Roots
Program.



